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To kripio Tng Oriental Carpet
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‘Ewg 1a yéoa tou 190u

alwva, n NpATN gikdva nou
avrikpile o Ta&IdIHTNG nou
£pTave otn Tudpvn and

™ BdAaooa ritav évag
KUKEWGVAG and eTepSKkANTEG
KOTOOKEUEG: O1 Niow

SPeIg TwV HakpOoTEVWY
oiknudtev Twv Ppdykwy
epndpwy, pe KaTw anobrkeg
Kal Ndvw KaTolkieq Twv
AeySpevwv Bepxavédwv-,
Kageveia nou eioxwpoloav
otn BdAacoa otnpiypéva
oe nacodhoug, kabwgq kal
kdnoleg 1810TIKEG EGAIvEQ
anoPéBpeg. Kabag péxpi
167E N Xpdpvn Sev eixe
Aipdvi, Ta epnopelpara

Until the middle of the
19th century, the first
image seen by the traveler
arriving in Smyrna from
the sea was a jumble of
diverse constructions: the
back sides of the long
narrow houses of the
Frankish merchants, with
warehouses beneath and
residences above -the
so-called ferhanes-, cafes
jutting into the sea on stilts,
as well as some private
wooden docks. Because
until then Smyrna did

not have a port, goods
were traded from these
private docks with almost

diakivolvrav and autéq
116 1I310TIKEG anoPdBpeq
xwpiq kavéva oxeddv
é\eyxo, e anotéAeopa

n peydAn dvOnon tou
AaBpepnopiou. Tnv eikdva
auTh 1ipBe va aAla&er n
véa npokupaia uikoug
TPIGUIG1 XINIOPETPWV Mo
karaokeudotnke pera&y
1875-1880, ektoelovrag
™ Xpdpvn oTn povTépva
enoxn. MoAd cdvropa n
npokupaia yépioe and dkpn
o’ &kpn pe apIoTOKPATIKEG
karoikieg, Oéatpa, Aéoxeg,
kagpe(uBonwAeia kal
noAuteAr Eevodoxeia,
kabdg kar anoBrkeg,

H Bperavikdv cuppepévrwv Oriental Carpet Manufacturers rirav ekeivn tnv
enoxri o peyalAirepog npounBeurtrig avaroAitikwv xaAidv orov kéouo.

The British-owned Oriental Carpet Manufacturers was at that time the world’s
largest supplier of oriental carpets.

no control, resulting in

the great flourishing of
smuggling. This image
changed by the new three-
and-a-half-kilometer quay
that was built between
1875-1880, launching
Smyrna into the modern
era. Very soon a lot

of new buildings were
constructed from one end
to the other of the quay,

as aristocratic residences,
theaters, clubs, coffee
shops and luxury hotels, as
well as warehouses, office
buildings, popular hotels,
and cafés in its southern
part, in the new port.
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2

Anoyn Tou Aipaviot Tng Xudpvng
npog Ta téAn tou 1919. Aiyo

Se€1d ané 1o kévpo diakpiveral 1o
EVTUNWOIAKS TETPAWPOPO KTAPIO TNG
Oriental Carpet Manufacturers

KTipia ypageiwy, Aaikd
Eevodoxeia kal kapevédeq
oTo vOTIO TPRA TNG, OTO
véo Aipdvi.

Oriental Carpet
Manufacturers, o koAooodg
TV XaAIdY

‘Eva ané ta nio evrunwoiakd
KTApIa Tng npokuuaiag,
xTIopévo yipw ota 1910,
RTAV TO TETPAWPOPO,
ekAekTIKIoTIKOU puBpol
kripio Tng Oriental Carpet

Manufacturers (OCM), 1o

36

onoio otéyale Ta ypagpeia
g eTaipeiag, kabog
kai ékBeon kar anoBrikn

xaAidv. H OCM 18piBnke
ota 1éAn Tou 1907

petd and cuppwvia Twv
TE00dpWV HeyaliTepwy
ofkwv TaniTwy Tng udpvng,
kaBdq kar dvo akdun oikwv
g KwvotavrivodnoAng

kai Tou Aovdivou, pe
anotéAeopa olvroua

va ealeipel oxeddv

TOV avraywvicpd kai va
povonwArioer Tnv e&aywyn

xaAidv and tn Xpdpvn.

H eraipeia Aerroupyoioe
xIANddeq apyaleiolg

pe dekddeq xINiddeg,
kuping XpioTiavég,
£pYATpPIEG O¢€ €iKOOI

entd néAeiq Tng Mikpdgq
Aociag, karapépvovrag
éwgto 1914 vayivel o
peyaAitepog epyoddTng
otnv OBwpaviki
Autokparopia, petd

Toug o13npPodpdpoug.
MapdAAnka idpuoe Siktuo
karacTnpdtwy otnv Eupdnn,

Oriental Carpet
Manufacturers, the carpet
colossus

One of the waterfront’s
most impressive buildings,
built around 1910, was
the four-story, eclectic-
style Oriental Carpet
Manufacturers’ (OCM)
building, which housed
the company’s offices, as
well as a carpet showroom
and a warehouse. OCM
was founded at the end of
1907 after an agreement

The Oriental Carpet building on the quay of Smyrna

between the four largest
carpet houses of Smyrna,
and two more houses

in Istanbul and London,
which soon almost
eliminated competition and
monopolized the export

of carpets from Smyrna.
The company operated
thousands of looms with
tens of thousands of mostly
Christian workers in twenty-
seven cities in Asia Minor,
becoming by 1914 the
largest employer in the

and its role in the Catastrophe of 1922

2

View of the harbor of Smyrna
towards the end of 1919. Just to the
right of the center is the impressive
four-story building of Oriental Carpet
Manufacturers.

Ottoman Empire, after the
railways. At the same time,
it established a network

of stores in Europe, Egypt,
and the USA, controlling
90% of the exports of the
famous "Smyrna" carpets.
After the harsh years

of World War |, during
which the port of Smyrna
underwent naval blockade
and the British-owned
OCM had been forced

to produce fabric for the
uniforms of the enemy
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otnv Aiyunto kai otig HIMA,
eAéyxovrag 1o 90% Twv
eEaywydv Twv nepifénTtwv
«XHUPVATKOV» TANATWY.
Merd ta SiokoAa xpdvia
tou A’ lMaykoopiou
MoAéuou, étav 1o Aipdvi
TngG Xuipvng upioTaro
vauTiké anokAeioud kai n
Bperavikdv cuppepdvinv
OCM eixe unoxpewBei

va napdyel Gpaoua yia
TIG oTOAEG Tou exBpikoy
oBwpavikol oTtparoy,

1O gUNSPIO TV XAAIDY
dpxioe ndAi va avakdpunrel.
MdAiota n etaipeia
enektdOnke oty lMepoia,
eAéyxovTag To éva TpiTo
TNG NAPAYWYAG NEPCIKDV
xaAidv, aAAd kal otny
Ivdia, pe anotéAeopa va
kataoTel 0 peyaAitepog
npopnBeutriq avatoAitikwv
xaAidv oTov kéopo. X’
autri Tnv nepiodo petd Tov
néAepo TonoBeteital kai n
npooBrikn Tou TeAeutaiou
opbPpou oTo KTAPIO TNG
npokupaiag, ue Tn popen
H1ag oTéyng-co@itaqg Tinou
Mavedp nou ripBe va
npooteBel otn pvnpeiakn
pappdpivn eicodo kai

v nAnBdpa Twv dAAwv
nAoloiwv SIaKOOPNTIKOV
oToixeiwv Tng npdooyng.

(por. 2)
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O1 pépeg g Karaotpoerig
g Zplpvng

Tig TeAeuTaieq pépeg Tou
AuyoUoTou Kai TIg NpwTEG
Tou XenteuPpiou 1922, o
kéAnog Tng Zudpvng fitav
yepdrog pe §éva noAepikd
nAoia, nou katénAeav yia
va NpocTaTéPouyv Toug
unnkéoug TwV KPATWy
TOUG Kal TIG NEPIOUTIEG
Toug Katd tn didpkeia TG
anox®pEnang Tou VIKNJEvou
eAnvikoU otparol kai Tng
avapevépevng enavédou
Twv Todpkwv otnv ndAn.
Avdpecd Tougq ritav Kkai
noAAd Bperavikd: Ta
Bwpnktd Iron Duke kar King
George V, 1o karadpopikd
Cardiff, touhdxiotov névre
avriropmiAikd, kabwg kai
kdnoia PonOnTikd nhoia,
pera§l Twv onoiwv To
voookopeiakd Maine.

la va npootareuBoiv
Spwg Ta noAAG kripia

kai 18pdpara Pperavikoy
evdiapépovrog, énwq

yia napdderypa 1o
Mpo&eveio kai 1o
Bperaviké Taxudpopeio
otov @paykopaxaAd,

o ayyAikavikég vadg

Tou Ayiou lwdvvou kai

To Bperaviké Naurtikd
Noookopeio otnv MNodvra,
n é3pa tng British Trade

3

Mpdopuyeq éxouv kataplyer yia
aocpdAeia oe paolva Pnpootd
ané to Bperaviké Apxnyeio oto
kripio Tng OCM. Toug ppovriCouv
Bperavoi vaireg.

Corporation kai didpopa
dAa, fitav anapaitntn n
Unap&n piag Bdong otnv
iS1a Tnv ndéAn. Nia Tov
okond autd enitdxOnke To
ktipio Tng OCM yia va
xpnoipeloel wg Bperavikd
Apxnyeio otnv Enpd. Ekef
eykaractdOnke Turiga
Bperavav nefovautay, kai
and ekel opyavavovrav

ol nePINOAIEG Twv
VAUuTIK@V aynudrev

Kar n gpolpnon Twv
kTnpiwv Bperavikol
evdIapEPOVTOG KaTd TNV
nepiodo Tng evaAlayrig
eEouaiag otn Tpdpvn.

Abo ané toug Bperavouig
nefovaiteg nou Atav
OTPATWVICWPEVOI OTO KTAPIO
kABnkav va katabéoouv
evopKwg oe pia dikn nou
éyive oto Aovdivo 1o 1924.
Avrikeipevo Tng dikng

ftav va kaBopioTei noieg
aopalIoTIKEG ETAIPEIEG

Oa ritav unedBuveg yia va
anolnuidoouy andAeieq
gpnopeupdrwy Adyw Tng
@wTIdg Tng Zudpvng.

lia o didotnpa éwg Tnv
anoxwpnon Twv EAAdvay, ol
pdpTupeg dev naparipnoav
kdri 1o 181aiTepo yipw

an’ 1o ktipio Tng OCM.
AvtiBeta, perd tnv éAeuon
Twv Tolpkwv o1 djo
neovauteg unip&av

Ottoman army, the carpet
trade began to recover
again. In fact, the company
expanded into Persiq,
controlling one third of

the production of Persian
carpets, as well as into
India, thus becoming the
largest supplier of oriental
carpets in the world. During
this post-war period also
the top floor of the quay
building has been added in
the form of a Mansard type
attic-roof, complementing
to the monumental marble
enfrance and the plethora
of other rich decorative
elements of the facade.

(pic. 2)

The days of the
Catastrophe of Smyrna
During the last days of

The Oriental Carpet building on the quay of Smyrna

August and the first days
of September, 1922, the
bay of Smyrna was full of
foreign warships, sailing to
protect the citizens of their
states and their property
during the departure of the
defeated Greek army and
the expected return of the
Turks in the city. Among
them were several British
ones: the battleships Iron
Duke and King George V,
the cruiser Cardiff, at least
five destroyers, as well

as some auxiliary ships,
among which the hospital
ship Maine.

However, to protect

the many buildings and
institutions of British interest,
such as for example the
Consulate and the British
Post Office in Frank Street,

and its role in the Catastrophe of 1922

3

Refugees have sought safety in barges
in front of the British Headquarters in
the OCM building. British sailors take
care of them.

the Anglican Church of

St. John and the British
Naval Hospital in Punta,
the headquarters of the
British Trade Corporation
and various others, the
existence of a base in the
city itself was necessary.
For this purpose, the OCM
building was requisitioned
to serve as British HQ
ashore. During the period
of the change of power in
Smyrna, a division of British
marines was installed
there, and from there the
patrols of the naval military
departments and the
guarding of the buildings
of British interest were
organized.

Two of the British marines
stationed in the building
were called to testify

under oath at a trial

held in London in 1924.
The subject of the trial

was to determine which
insurance companies

were responsible for
indemnifying merchandise
losses due to the Smyrna
fire. Until the withdrawal of
the Greeks, the witnesses
did not notice any special
events around the OCM
building. On the contrary,
after the arrival of the Turks,
the two marines witnessed
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auténTeq oe Sidpopa
ékvopa nepioTtatkd, énwq
Aenhaoieg, AnoTeieq kal
pbvoug.

‘Hén 1o andyeupa Tng

9ng XentepPpiou 1922,
nuépa Tng avakatdAnyng
g Xuipvng and Toug
Todpkoug, o apxihoxiag
Fripp €ide Toupkoug
oTpaTidTeg, kKabwg

Kal NoAiTeq pe KOKKIva
nepiBpaxidvia, va
okaAiCouv Toug pndyouq
nou gixav naparioel ol
npbopuyeg ynpooTd

oTto apxnyeio Toug. H
AenAaocia Twv anooKeu®y
Twv npooplywv and droua
pe kékkiva nepiBpaxidvia
ouvexioTnke kal Tnv
enopévn (10 ZentepBpiou),
6nwg katébeoe o
unoloxayédq Heaton
Lumley.

To id10 npwi, clppwva kai
ndAi pe Tov apxihoxia Fripp,
kapid ekatootri Tolpkol
otpan®reg, pali ue nohieg,
napaPialav katactiuarta
Kal onitia oto Aeydpevo
Apamév Toapoi, Tov kGBeTo
oTnV Npokupaia eynopikd

4

Meré m pwnd, avdpeca ota Kapéva
KTAPIa TNG NPOKUHaiag, ekeivo Tng
Oriental Carpet Manufacturer séxel
Katappeloel eVIEADG.

Mévo n npdcoyn Tou Icoyeiou
oTékel akdpa Spbia.
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dpdbuo oto nAdi Tou kTnpiou
g OCM, kar netodoav
é€w pndyoug. Madi Toug
eixav kal kdpa yia va
poprivouv Ta Adeupa kai,
étav ta yéulay, nepvoloav
p’ autd pnpootd and o
apxnyeio. To Opdoog Toug
pdAiota fitav Térolo, nou

oe pia nepintwon néragav
KOUTId pe Tolydpa oTouq
Bperavoiq vautoppoupoig,
npopavag KAepéva.
Apydrepa, o id10g
pdprupag eide é€w an’ To

apxnyeio TécoepIg-névre
Tolpkoug oTpandteg va
otaparolv kdnoiov Appévio
nou kouPaloloe éva pdroo
opnpéAeqg. O1 Tolpkol Tou
nipav 6Aeq TG opnpéAeq
Kal TIg poipacav pera&l
TOUG, APAVOVTAG Tou pévo
pia paykoulpa. Ekeivog tnv
néra&e kaTw ekveuplopévog
KI dpxioe va Ty ToaAanard
Kal va Tn prover Bpifovrag.
Xeipbrepn poipa eixav
TpeIg dAAor Appéviol

v iSia pépa. Kard tov

y il
Wil

e .
dis

-

gl

= .
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various illegal incidents,
such as looting, robberies
and murders.

Already on the evening

of September 9, 1922,

the day of the recapture

of Smyrna by the Turks,
Sergeant Major Fripp saw
Turkish soldiers, as well as
civilians with red armbands,
looting the bundles left by
the refugees in front of their
headquarters. The looting
of the refugees’ luggage
by people wearing red

The Oriental Carpet building on the quay of Smyrma

armbands continued during
the next day (September
10), as Lt. Heaton Lumley
testified.

That same morning, again
according to Sergeant
Maijor Fripp, about one
hundred Turkish soldiers,
along with civilians,

were breaking into shops
and houses on the so-
called Arapian Tsarsi,

the shopping street
perpendicularly to the quay
next to the OCM building
and were throwing out
bundles. They also had
brought wagons with them
to load the loots and, when
their wagons were full, they
carried them in front of the
headquarters. In fact, their
audacity was such, that in
one case they threw boxes
of cigarettes, apparently
stolen, to the British naval
guards. Later, the same
witness saw outside the
headquarters four or five
Turkish soldiers stopping
an Armenian carrying a
bunch of umbrellas. The
Turks took all his umbrellas

4
After the fire, among the burnt
buildings on the waterfront, the
Oriental Carpet Manufacturers
building has completely collapsed.
Only the facade of the ground floor
is still standing

and its role in the Catastrophe of 1922

and divided them among
themselves, leaving him
only a walking stick. He
threw it down enraged
and started kicking it and
spitting at it, cursing loudly.
Three other Armenians
had a worse fate on the
same day. According to
Heaton Lumley, one of
them was shot and killed
as he tried to escape from
his pursuers by climbing
on a roof. Another one
was shot in the back by a
Turkish soldier around eight
o’clock in the morning,
when he was opening his
shop at the quay. The third
one was shot at about
noon by unknown people
and fell dead a few meters
to the right of the British
Headquarters, while he
was chatting in broken
English with the British
guards. Sergeant Major
Fripp was an eyewitness of
the last two murders.
During the next two days
obviously the Christians

of Smyrna realized the
danger and avoided
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Heaton Lumley, évag ané
autolqg nupoPoAiBnke

kal okoTdOnke kabdg
npoonaboloe va Eeplyel
and Toug SIOKTEG TOU
okappaldvovrag oe pia
otéyn. ‘Evav akdéua tov
nupoPdéAnce mioknAara
kdnoiog TolUpkog
oTPATINTNG YUPW OTIG OKTG
TO NPWI, TNV KpPa nou dvoliye
10 KATdoTNPd TOU OTNV
npokupaia. Tov TpiTo Tov
nupoPbéAncav dyvwoTol ki
éneoe vekpdg Aiyo de&id
ané 1o Bperaviké Apxnyeio
yUpw oTo peonpépl, kabdg
ouvopiAoloe pe onaotd
ayyAikd pe Toug Bpetavoiq
¢ppoupoig. O apxidoxiag
Fripp ritav auténtng otig
dlo teAeutaieg Solopovieg.
Tig endpeveg dlo

UépeG paiveral 4TI ol
Xpiomiavoi Tng Xpdpvng
ouveidntonoinocayv Tov
Kivduvo kal anépeuyav

walking alone in the streets,
not even in front of the
British Headquarters, where
they were supposed to be
out of danger because of
the presence of the foreign
sailors. However, fearing
for their lives and their
honor, many of them took
refuge in barges, some
nearby and others further
from the quay. One of them
was moored right in front
of the British Headquarters,
very close to the shore,

and its supply of water

and food had been taken
over by the British. (pic.

3) However, this was only
possible until September
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va kukAopopoUyv pévol
otoug dpdpoug, olTe Kav
pnpootd and to Bpetavikd
Apxnyeio, dnou unotiBerai
61 dev Ba kivdiveuay
Aéyw Tng napouciag Twv
Eévwv vautdv. DoPodpevol
Spwg yia Tn {wii Toug Kal
TV TP Toug, noAAoi and
autolg katépeuyayv ot
paotveg, GANeq kovTd ki
AdM\eqg pakpitepa an’ Tnv
npokupaia. Mia an’ autéq
frav Sepévn akpIPdg
pnpootd and to Bpetavikd
Apxnyeio, noAd kovrd otnv
akti, Tn 3¢ Tpopodooia
TnG pe vepd Kkal TpdPIpa

eixav avaAdPer o1 Bperavoi.

(pwrt. 3) Auté Atav Suvard
Spwg pévo wg T 12n
YentepPpiou, kabwg dool
enéPaivav otn paolva
€iTe avaykdoTtnkav va

TNV gykataAeiyouy eite
anopakplvOnkav and

TNV npokupaia, apou Tnv

12, as those who were
on board the barge, were
either forced to abandon it
or were removed from the
waterfront, as the Great
Fire of Smyrna broke out
the next day (September
13).

On the afternoon of the
second day of the fire
(September 14), the wind
direction changed. Until
then it was blowing to

the north, pushing the

fire towards the Christian

quarters, and burning them.

At that time, however, the
wind began to blow to the
opposite direction, towards
the south. The Oriental

enopévn (13 ZentepPpiou)
Eéonaoce n MeydAn Quwmid
™G Xuipvng.

To andyeupa Tng Sedrepng
pépag Tng pwtidg (14
YentepPpiou), n kateliBuvon
Tou avépou dAae. Qg
161 Puooloe npog Poppd,
npowBdvrag Tn ewTId NPog
TIG XPIOTIAVIKEG CUVOIKIEG
Kal katakaiyovTdg Tig.
Exeiveg TIq dpeg Spwg
dpxice va puod avribeta,
npog tov véto. AneiAiiBnke
£T01 KaI TO KTAPIO TNG
Oriental Carpet, nou wg
167e €ixe peiver 4BikTo.
Mapd v npoondBeia

Twv Bperavdv vautdv nou
eixav avéPel otn otéyn

TOU apPXNyeiou Toug Kal

TO KaTAPpexav pe vepd

yla va 1o o®oouy, TeAIkd
10 Bpddu dpnate ki autd
PwTId, anotepphOnke Kal
katéppeuce. (pwr. 4)

Mad pe To peyalonpenéq

Carpet building, which
until then had remained
intact, was also threatened.
Despite the efforts of the
British sailors who had
climbed onto the roof of
their headquarters and
drenched it with water to
save it, it finally caught fire
in the evening, it burned
down completely and
collapsed. (pic. 4)

Along with the magnificent
building, carpets worth a
million pounds were burnt,
while the smoke and the
smell of burnt wool spread
throughout the area. Only
the facade of the stone-
built ground floor and

ktipio kdnkav xahid a&iag
evdg ekaToppupiou Aipay,
o d& kanvdg kal n pupwdid
ToU Kapévou paAAiol
anAwOnkav o’ oAdkAnpn
Tnv nepioxni. Ané 1o kriopa
anépeive pévo n npdooyn
TOU NETPOXTIOTOU ICOYEiOU
Kai n pvnpeiaki pappdpivn
eioodog, yia va Bupilouv
tnv aAloTivii Tou 86&a.
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the monumental marble
entrance of the building
remained, to remind us of
its former glory.
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